Rock the Vote!!

Bothered by curfew?

Can't find a place to skateboard?

Frustrated with censorship?

Who's controlling your life?

Know your rights!  Get involved!  Decisions are made by adults every day that affect your life and your future.  Today you have the opportunity to take an active role in changing your world.  

The National Youth Commission has been established to solicit the viewpoints of today's young people.  The commission, in conjunction with MTV, has formed a partnership to produce a series of television ads directed at young people.  The theme of the broadcasts will be "Meeting Today's Needs With Yesterday's Words."  The purpose is to let the youth of America know that America's Bill of Rights affects their lives every day.  You have been selected by the commission to participate in the creation of a set of MTV television ads in the series.

To succeed, you need to understand the Bill of Rights, be able to work effectively in a small group and articulate a persuasive argument.  Are you up to the challenge?  Do you believe it important to make your voice heard?  Are you ready to become an informed, active member of society?  ARE YOU READY TO ROCK THE VOTE????

The Task

You have been selected by the National Youth Commission/MTV Alliance to be a member of their television ad production crew.  You and your team will:

· analyze the Bill of Rights

· identify current social/political issues that are connected to constitutional interpretation of the Bill of Rights

· Select an issue that is related to the interpretation of the Bill of Rights

· investigate opposing points of view on an issue and formulate a position on the issue

· produce a television ad that takes a stand on your selected issue and encourages other young people to get involved in the politics of America.  Your ad must specifically tie your group's point of view to one or more of the amendments in the Bill of Rights!

The Process

1) Each group will read and discuss the Bill of Rights.  Each group then needs to put each amendment into their own words.  This needs to be typed (12 point Times font, double spaced); download the BOR-My Words document from my blog.  Make sure to include all group members' names on the top of paper.  You need to determine how to divide this part of the assignment equally, and I need know who was responsible for each part (e.g. put your name next to the articles you were responsible for).  This is worth 30 points and is due on/before 4/25 (B) & 4/26 (A).
2)  Each group will select one current issue that is open to more than one viewpoint; you do not need to limit your selection to the list below.  You will need to browse news stories to find a topic of interest to you!
3)  Each group will research the arguments used on each side of the selected issue.  If, for example, your group is focusing on banning smoking in public places, you need to find arguments on both sides of this topic; why banning smoking is good, and why banning smoking is bad.  For each side of the argument, find details, reasons, examples and anecdotes (e.g. stories) that would be effective in persuading an audience to a particular viewpoint.  Also, for each side of the argument, you must make a connection to one or more of the articles in the Bill of Rights.  Each group member needs to complete and turn in the Planning Worksheet.  This is worth 20 points and is due on/before 4/27 (B) & 4/28 (A).
4) Each group will select one viewpoint on their issue to support and create a television ad that will persuade viewers to agree with your position.  You must type your ad's script (12 point Times, script format). This is worth 20 points and is due on/before 5/2 (A) & 5/3 (B). You will use a camcorder to create your ad.  Your ad must specifically tie your group's point of view to one or more of the amendments/articles in the Bill of Rights.  
5)  Filming/editing must be completed on/before 5/10 (A) & 5/11 (B).  Your final ad is worth 40 points (SEE RUBRIC).
Current Controversial Political/Social Issues

Political freedom is based on the notion that all people should be allowed and expected to take part in the decision-making process of our government.  To effectively do this, citizens of America must know what rights are guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States and have informed opinions about current political and social issues.


Once you have read the Bill of Rights, your group will discuss the meaning and intent of each article.  If you know what individual rights our government guarantees, you may wonder how anyone can possibly have different points of views on certain topics; that's the frustration and miracle of our Bill of Rights!


On the next page you will find some current controversial political and social issues.  For each of these issues, there are at least 2 opposing points of view that people in America hold.  Your group needs to select an issue to explore further, one that you will use to develop your television ad.  You do not need to limit your issue to this list, but you must let Mr. Dallmann know what issue you will explore in depth.

The List

*prayer in public schools

*corporal punishment in schools

*mandatory military service

*gun control

*censorship of school newspapers

*controlling which groups may meet in public parks and recreation areas

*death penalty

*search of student backpacks and lockers without permission

*public and school libraries blocking Internet access

*searching for drugs after a minor traffic violation stop

*access by girls to high school and college sports

*students' web pages that are critical of the schools they attend

*nativity scenes on public property

*smoking bans

*income tax

*legalizing marijuana

*curfew laws for people under 18

*boarder searches since 9/11

*banning cell phone use in moving vehicles

*stem cell research

*not starting public school before Labor Day
*gay marriage

*abortion

*other????
Planning Worksheet

Instructions:  Use this planning worksheet to successfully complete this assignment.  Each group member must complete this sheet, but your group only needs to turn in one copy!  You need to work on this planning sheet together; each one should be nearly identical when I review them, and your responses need to be typed.

Group Members_________________________________________________________

1)  For what current political/social issue will your group be creating an ad?

2)  What is the point of view of your ad?  BE SPECIFIC!  Find details, reasons, examples and anecdotes that will help you persuade an audience to buy into your particular viewpoint on this issue.  You need to engage in some research in order to do this well!

3)  What is the opposing point of view of your ad? BE SPECIFIC!  Find details, reasons, examples and anecdotes that will help you persuade an audience to buy into the opposing viewpoint on this issue.  You need to engage in some research in order to do this well!

4)  What article(s) from the Bill of Rights is/are connected to your point of view on this issue?  BE SPECIFIC!

Assignment Calendar

Tuesday, 4/19 (B) & Wednesday, 4/20 (A):

· Introduce Rock the Vote

· Work Day: Put Articles of Bill of Rights into Your Own Words

On or Before Monday, 4/25 (B) & Tuesday, 4/26 (A):

· Bill of Rights Re-Write due (30 points)

· Work Day:  Start Planning Worksheet

On or Before Wednesday, 4/27 (B) & Thursday, 4/28 (A):

· Planning Worksheet due (20 points)

· Work Day:  Planning Worksheet/Script

· Work Day: Script & Rehearsal

On or Before Monday, 5/2 (A) & Tuesday, 5/3 (B):

· Typed script due (Ad Script = 20 points)

· Work Day:  Rehearsal & Filming
On or Before Wednesday, 5/4 (A)-Monday, 5/9 (B)
· Work Day:  Rehearsal & Filming
Deadline Tuesday, 5/10 (A) & Wednesday, 5/11 (B):

· Work Day: Finish Filming & Watch Ads (Ad Content=40 points)
