Starting Your Political Cartoon:  The Research Phase 

The first step in creating a political cartoon is to locate topics of interest to you and make a storyboard with a number of ideas to choose from.
1.  You need to browse the Internet and read stories that look interesting to you.  I suggest you start by looking at headlines to locate stories that may interest you.  It is important that you read the entire story rather than just the headline; you need to become really informed about the subject of your cartoon.  You also need to make sure your stories are about important events just like you do when you are working on your regular current event assignments.

2.  When you find a story that you like, read it until you understand it from all angles.  You should be looking for stories that provoke strong reaction in you one way or another.  

3.  You are now ready to start jotting down ideas on your storyboard.  A storyboard, for the purposes of this assignment, is nothing more than a large sheet of construction paper that you will use to keep track of your ideas.

4.  Begin by writing the title of the story or some words that will remind you of the story.  Next, write down every word that comes to mind regarding the issues raised in the story your read.  You should also sketch any images that come into your mind; these should be quick sketches, not completed works of art!  Think of this as nothing more than a set of quick/brief notes, reactions and sketches; like a really rough draft of your reactions to the story.

5.  You need to repeat steps 1-4 for 5 separate stories; all 5 should fit on one storyboard.

6.  This assignment is due at the start of the next class period.
