A Young People's History of the United States: Volume Two

Chapter Four:  "World War II and the Cold War" (pages 53-70)

Name_______________________________________

Vocabulary:  You will find the following vocabulary words/phrases in chapter one, and you need to know what they mean.  Next to each word/phrase, in complete sentence form, type a brief explanation using your own words. 

Axis

Allies

humanitarian

diplomats

segregation

radiation

atomic bombs

conservatives

liberals

radicals

military economy

Short Answer:  You need to type responses to the following questions, and your answers must be written in complete sentences with correct grammar and spelling, and make sure your responses are in your own words.
1.  Was this war more popular with the American public than WWI?  Provide evidence to support your answer.  

2.  What event led the United States to enter World War II? 

3.  On page 56 the author states, "American diplomats and businessmen worked hard to make sure that when the war ended American economic power would be second to none in the world."  What does this statement mean?

4.  Do you think that American black troops were treated fairly during WWII?  Be sure to provide specific examples to support your opinion. 

5. How were Japanese Americans treated during the war, and why do you think they were treated so?

6.  Japan would have agreed to end the war if they were allowed to keep their emperor in place after surrendering, but the United States refused.  According to the author, there may have been two reasons why the Americans did not allow Japan to surrender under those conditions.  What were they?

7.  Why did "...more than a million workers" go on strike in 1944?

8.  On page 64 the author states that "... war solves the problem of controlling the citizens."  What does this statement mean?

9.  How did events in Korea help President Truman get support for his fight against communism?

10.  Explain the statement "the hunt for Reds", and make sure to provide examples to support your explanation.    

Essay Questions (5 pts): Please respond to the following question by typing a paragraph or two.  Your paragraph(s) needs to start with a topic sentence, and the body sentences need to support the main idea put forth in your topic sentence. Also, make sure that your responses are written in your own words! 

What was the Cold War?  Be sure to provide specific examples to support your response.

