Poetic Elements

Throughout this unit we will learn many elements of poetry. While you will no doubt spend much of your time enjoying the poems we read and letting your creative juices flow as you compose fantastic poetic works, you will also be responsible for identifying specific literary elements found in the works. As we progress, use this sheet to help you identify the elements. They are not necessarily in any order.

Alliteration: Repetition of the initial consonant sound in two or more neighboring words.

Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds.

Chapbook: A short collection of poems. 

End Rhyme:  Rhyme that occurs at the end of the lines.

Figures of Speech: Alliteration, onomatopoeia and metaphor are all examples of this poetic technique.

Free verse: Poetry with no set rhyme scheme.

Hyperbole:  Extravagant exaggeration

Imagery:  A picture in the mind. Poets use sensory description to paint a picture in the reader’s mind.

Internal Rhyme:  Rhyme that occurs within lines

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordinarily designates one 


thing is used to designate another.

Onomatopoeia: The meaning of the word is suggested in its sound.

Persona/Voice:  The person or character speaking in the poem.

Personification: A special kind of metaphor when human characteristics are given to inanimate objects.

Poetry: A piece of literature written in meter or verse in order to convey strong emotion or 

meaning.

Rhyme Scheme: the pattern of rhyming lines in a poem; usually referred to with letters to 


designate the pattern (e.g.: aabb; abab; aabbcc; abba; etc.)

Rhythm:  Musical quality produced by the repetition of stressed and unstressed syllables 


or other sound patterns.

Simile:  Comparison of two using “like” or “as”

Stanza:  “paragraphs” in poetry

Symbol: Eagle = Freedom; one object represents a meaning, emotion or idea.

Theme:   The message or main idea of the poem

Tone:  Style or manner of expression in writing—also referred to as “mood.”
