To Kill a Mockingbird

Final In-Class Essay

Essay question

To Kill a Mockingbird exists among many novels in a genre labeled the “novel of maturation.” In such a work the central character(s), Scout and Jem in this case, are taken from a state of innocence and brought to a state of maturity and enlightenment as a result of a series of adventures and experiences. Write an essay that would prove that this novel is about the maturation of Scout OR Jem as a character. State at least three specific experiences that illustrate your point. Use quotes from the book and cite them with page numbers. 

· 5 paragraphs written in class.

· You may bring one note card with notes, quotes and an outline of your paper to class

· Include a thesis statement and a hook in your introductory paragraph

· Use transitions between paragraphs

· Include the author and work in the intro paragraph

· Use direct quotations from the book (min. 3). 


APA Format for Short Quotations:

(source:http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/)



Since we are simply quoting from a class text, you will only need to reference 


your quotation with the page number after your quote (preceded by "p."). If 


you are quoting a phrase in the middle of a sentence, simply put the phrase in 

quotation marks (no need for an ellipse < . . . >).





Example:



According to Jem, “It’s like bein’ a caterpillar in a cocoon, that’s what it is”(p.  


215). In my opinion, Jem is saying he feels like he’s been sheltered all these 


years and is just now realizing the cruel reality of the outside world.

· Conclude with a paragraph that summarizes your thesis and clearly makes your point regarding Jem or Scout

