The Colonial Era in Africa- notes

goal of colonial administration-


occupy, control, and exploit Africa

requirements of colonial administration-


taxation


legislation



military forces


land control


appointment of local chiefs and administrators

Colonial rule in Africa

styles of colonial rule- indirect v. direct rule


often more different in theory than practice



all lead to restructuring of social hierarchies



systems led to emergence of class conflict

indirect rule- the example of Great Britain


introduced by Lord Lugard- governor of Nigeria



decentralized rule



local rule in charge of indigenous people


goals of indirect rule- 



preserve traditional institutions



indoctrinate ideas of Western Civilization



minimize social disruption



use pre-existing infrastructure


assumptions of indirect rule-



independence is eventually desirable




Africans are currently not ready



development only comes through outside forces


Cecil Rhodes- builds empire in southern Africa



works with support of British government



negotiates treaty with the Matabele people




Rhodes deceives King Lobengula



King thinks he is giving “a piece of ground to dig”




Rhodes soon seizes control of all land




becomes British colony of Rhodesia





king never receives his payment

direct rule- the French example


centralized colonial state- Paris administers the colony


goals of assimilation- questions of interpretation, equality



creation of "Greater France



economic development and integration


assumptions of indirect rule-



French law and language are desirable



African and French traditions are incompatible



created new institutions

Belgian Congo- Free State of Leopold II


Stanley commissioned by King to explore region



seen as source of King’s personal fortune


terrorism used to ensure compliance



quotas established for rubber production



international furor over terrible conditions



King forced to turn over to Belgium- 1908




worst of excesses end


“Trinity” administers- church, state, business



lessened likelihood of smooth independence-




absence of national unity




dependency on European aid




lack of necessary infrastructure

Portuguese colonies- Mozambique, Angola


policy of encouraging white settlement



initial motivation was slave trade




forced labor, little economic development




state maintained control of the economy


implications for independence-



violent struggles for liberation



lack of expertise in government and business

German colonies-


state administration follows failure of business rule



tight budget for colonial administration


reliance on existing system of African chiefs



used to collect taxes and provide labor



little money allocated for education

Responses to Colonialism-

two main varieties of strategies possible- collaboration, resistance

collaborate-



accept fate



surrender



negotiated settlement


resist-



“play-off”- collaborate as form of resistance



direct military confrontation



flight (impossible for larger groups)

no single strategy on part of Africans-


choices not indicators of relative development, skill


depended on particular circumstance and interests

collaboration-


reasons for collaboration varied, complex



European victory seen as inevitable



value placed on European education, culture



economic needs seen as better met



some “collaboration” is simply forced


Europeans required collaboration-



vulnerabilities- sickness, budget, ignorance



need local administration, soldiers, interpreters


no guarantee of good treatment by state



policies were vague and often changing



often depended on individual official

some do benefit from colonialism




trade, culture, education are desirable

resistance- 


primary (state) resistance-

reflection of elite class- most often unsuccessful



central government easily attacked



class conflicts within states



dependency on European weapons, markets



inferior weapons and tactics




Ethiopia- resistance in ancient Christian kingdom



Menelik II begins modernization in late 1800s




European experts and western customs




imported latest in weapons and training 


successfully resist Italy’s invasion in 1906

secondary (popular) resistance- “grass roots” 


response to a variety of changes, threats



displacement from land of ancestors, forced labor



taxes- hut tax


took a variety of forms- varying success



mass uprising and protest



guerrilla war- usually on small scale



flight- not effective option for states



work slow downs or stoppages- strikes

accomplishments of resistance-



demonstrates solidarity of ethnic groups




prove a force to be reckoned with




often receive limited political autonomy



source of inspiration for nationalist movements



weakens the colonial regime




unable to rule colonies at will 





reduces labor available to the state





increases costs of administration



begins path toward eventual independence

