Mikhail Gorbachev-

March 1985- succeeds Chernenko as general secretary


had been appointed to Politburo at age 50-



lowered average age of members to 70


marks new era in Soviet politics at age 54



youngest leader since Stalin- non-czarist born 


leadership style is different- comfortable abroad

inherits a number of problems-


costly arms race with United States



Reagan hard-line stance with “Evil Empire”





announces Strategic Defense Initiative




popularly known as Star Wars


economic growth rate is lagging



behind Japan, Western Europe, United States



era of stagnation had begun under Brezhnev

alcoholism, lack of incentives plague workplace


need to shift resources- military to domestic



military expenditures- 16% of GNP

Gorbachev creates reforms-

arms control- meetings set groundwork 



Geneva- Nov. 1985, Reykjavik- Oct. 1986



INF Treaty- first destruction of weapons




mutual inspection agreed to- 1987



1988- unilateral 10% reduction in forces

foreign policy relies more on diplomacy



intervention and build-up too costly

war in Afghanistan ended- February 1989



1 million dead in war- 7 million refugees



more than 100,000 Soviet dead

glasnost- “openness”
Chernobyl- April 1986 

perestroika- economic “restructuring”
demokratizatsiya- “democratization”
1989- year of democratic reforms

Tiananmen Square in China- June 1989

Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, East 





Germany, Romania- end of communist rule

Berlin Wall falls- November 1989

reunification of Germany- October 1990

Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Gorbachev- 1990

August Coup against Gorbachev- August 1991- 

Gorbachev leaves for Crimean vacation- August 5th


several warnings of impending trouble ignored

August 17th- coup planners meet in vodka-filled dacha


State Emergency Committee established



demand that Gorbachev sign document



visitors told to “go to Hell”- burns papers


32 guards keep Gorbachev under house arrest



nuclear attack codes taken for 72 hours

Yeltsin hears news- moves to Parliament building


“White House” located along Moscow River


barely reaches before arrest detail catches him



supports Gorbachev- constructs barricades 


climbs atop tank- 1 PM on August 19th



encourages citizens to resist attempts



resistance grows to surprise of plotters

events concentrated in Moscow and St. Petersburg-


most Russians go on with business as usual

coup leaders see failure- seek meeting with Gorbachev


President insists on restoration of communications


denounces coup planners as “traitors”

Gorbachev returns to Moscow- morning of August 22nd

consequences of coup-


myth of KGB invincibility raised


public support tilts more toward Yeltsin



Gorbachev approval rating falls to 4%



Yeltsin in same poll receives 77%


Gorbachev humiliated in appearance before Parliament



constantly heckled and interrupted

creation of Commonwealth of Independent States- 11 republics


three Baltic republics and Georgia do not join


established in December 1991- Soviet Union dead

“With the formation of the Commonwealth of the Independent States, the USSR ceases to exist.”

Christmas Day 1991- Gorbachev resigns as head of a nation that no longer exists

