The Reign of Nicholas II- (1896-1917)
family of Nicholas- coronation in May 1896


married to Czarina Alexandra- German descent


Alexei- born in 1904



following births of four girls



son is a hemophiliac- mother’s gene

Russo-Japanese War- (1904-1905)

expansion into Asia- settlement of Siberia



perception that Chinese empire is unraveling


Russia gains concessions from Korea and China


Japan fears Russian encroachments in Asia-



Russia ignores warnings- Japan attacks- 1904



crushing defeats inflicted at Port Arthur




Baltic Fleet is destroyed- after 7 month trip to Pacific


unrest rises in Russian cities

most serious consequences are psychological-



Russia had expected easy victory


underestimated Japanese opponents

“Bloody Sunday”- January 22, 1905- St. Petersburg




Father George Gapon leads 200,000 workers 





unarmed marchers approach Winter Palace




dressed in best clothes, no threats




carrying icons and religious symbols



bringing petition- seeking working conditions




personal freedoms, elected legislature

petition- “If you do not respond to our prayer, we shall die, here, on this square, in front of your palace.”

Nicholas is not at the palace- 



soldiers fire on the crowd



hundreds killed on “Bloody Sunday”




official total at Palace is 92

Nicholas writes in his diary-
“A sad day.  Serious disorders took place in St. Petersburg when the workers tried to get to the Winter Palace.  In several parts of the city troops were compelled to fire: there were many killed and wounded.  Lord, how sad and painful.”



“I believe in the honest feelings of the working 




people and in their unshakable loyalty to me.  




Therefore, I forgive them.”

The Revolution of 1905-
wave of strikes spread across country- typesetters start


general strike for five days in October


October Manifesto- October 30, 1905- three promises



freedom of speech, press, assembly to be granted



Duma of elected representatives to be set up



Duma would approve laws

Russia in World War I-
decline of Ottoman Empire- struggle over Balkans



feud over Balkans- Russia and Austria-Hungary



Serbia- allied with “big brother”- Russia

assassination of Archduke Ferdinand- June 28, 1914


Austria declares war on Serbia on July 28



attention turns to Germany and Russia




“premobilization” period begins

call for war answered with patriotic fervor- July 31



few Russians understood why they were fighting



marched west singing- “God Save the Czar”

German war declaration on Russia- August 1, 1914



Russians are no match for German army-




mobilization is slow- railroads inadequate




Russia needed to mover troops four times as far

1915- Nicholas moves headquarters to the front-



Czarina Alexandra left in command




some accuse her of spying for Russia




heavily influenced by Rasputin


assassination of Rasputin- noble Felix Yusopov

public opposition to war grows-



conditions desperate by winter of 1916-1917



inflation- food and fuel prices




rationing of commodities begins



ranks filled by inexperienced soldiers




desertions outpace recruiting, draft



strikes begin- first in St. Petersburg 

instability in government- three years of war

Russian losses:  2.4 million prisoners, 1.8 million dead, 2.4 million wounded


half of fifteen million men lost to enemy action


average losses of 300,000 per month

calls for abdication increasingly heard- February 1917
