Unit 8:  Perspectives on the Present
World History 10
Review and Study Guide

NOTE: This is simply designed to help you in reviewing/preparing for the Unit #8 Exam, particularly the multiple-choice portion of the objective exam. There is no guarantee that all material for all questions is covered here or anything. Similarly, there are certainly items here that are NOT covered directly on the exam.


Chapter 33 – Restructuring the Postwar World, 1945 - Present

People, places, terms and events:

33:1 – Yalta Conference, United Nations, General Assembly, Security Council, Iron Curtain, containment, Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, Berlin Airlift, Cold War, NATO, Warsaw Pact, brinkmanship, U-2 incident

33:2 – Mao Zedong, Jiang Jieshi, Communists, Red Army, Nationalists, People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, Republic of China, Tibet, Dalai Lama, “Great Leap Forward,” communes, Red Guards, Cultural Revolution, Zhou Enlai

33:3 – 38th Parallel, North Korea, Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il, South Korea, Douglas MacArthur, Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, Vietminh, domino theory, Ngo Dinh Diem, Vietcong, Vietnamization, Cambodia, Khmer Rouge, Pol Pot

33:4 – Third World, nonaligned nations, Cuba, Fulgencio Batista, Fidel Castro, Bay of Pigs, Nikita Khrushchev, John Kennedy, Cuban Missile Crisis, Nicaragua, Anastasio Somoza, Sandinistas, Daniel Ortega, Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini, Afghanistan

33:5 – Destalinization, Nikita Khrushchev, Hungary, Imre Nagy, Leonid Brezhnev, John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, détente, Richard Nixon, SALT, Ronald Reagan
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Major concepts/questions:

· What were the main decisions reached at the Yalta Conference?
· What were the key parts are responsibilities of the newly created United Nations?
· How did the two “sides” of the Cold War organize themselves?
· What philosophies, strategies and goals directed the two “sides” in the Cold War?
· Why was the Berlin Crisis (and Airlift) an important early clash in the Cold War?
· What advantages did each side hold during the Chinese Civil War?
· What were the major outcomes of the Chinese Civil War?
· How did Mao’s vision of communism differ from that of Lenin?
· What were the key events of Mao’s early decades as leader of China?
· How did the Korean War break out?
· What were the key outcomes and impacts of the Korean War?
· Who were major figures during the Vietnam War?
· What were the most significant outcomes of the Vietnam War?
· What took place in Cambodia during the 1970s?
· What were the major strategies (or “tools”) used by the Cold War superpowers?
· How did events in Cuba impact the Cold War?
· What was the significance of the Islamic Revolution in Iran in the 1970s?
· What were the immediate and long-term consequences of the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan?
· How did “de-Stalinization” change life in the Soviet Union?
· Who were the key Soviet and US leaders during the Cold War?
· How did “détente” and other developments ease the tensions of the Cold War?


Chapter 34 – The Colonies Become New Nations, 1945 - Present

People, places, terms and events:

34:1 – Congress Party, Muslim League, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, partition, Kashmir, Mohandas Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Benazir Bhutto, Sri Lanka, Tamils

34:2 – Ferdinand Marcos, Corazon Aquino, Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi, Singapore, Indonesia, Sukarno, Suharto, East Timor

34:3 – Negritude movement, Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah, Kenya, Jomo Kenyatta, Mau Mau, Algeria, Ahmed Ben Bella, Congo, Mobuto Sese Seko, Angola

34:4 – Balfour Declaration, Palestine, Suez Crisis, Gamal Abdel Nasser, Six-Day Way, Anwar Sadat, Yom Kippur, Golda Meir, PLO, Yasir Arafat, Camp David Accords, intifada, Oslo Peace Accords

34:5 – Transcaucasian Republics, Central Asian Republics, Afghanistan, mujahideen, Taliban, Osama bin Laden, al-Qaeda
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Major concepts/questions:

· Who were the key groups and individuals in the struggle for independence in India?
· What was the outcome of the Partition of India in 1947?
· What have been the main features of life in India since independence?
· What major changes and events have taken place in other countries of South Asia?
· How have relations between the United States and the Philippines evolved since independence?
· How have the various countries of Southeast Asia fared since independence?
· What were the legacies of colonialism that affected African nations in search for independence?
· What paths did various African countries follow in their campaigns for independence?
· What were the underlying causes and lasting impacts of the Rwandan genocide?
· How did the nation of Israel gain independence after World War II?
· What are the key issues at stake in the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians?
· Who have been some of the major figures in the Arab-Israeli conflict?
· What have been the most serious clashes between Israel and their Arab neighbors?
· What have been the major challenges faced by the nations of the former Soviet Union?
· How did the rule of the Taliban affect life for the people of Afghanistan?


Chapter 35 – Struggles for Democracy, 1945 - Present

People, places, terms and events:

35:1 – Juscelino Kubitschek, land reform, standard of living, recession, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, one-party rule, PRI, Chiapas, Vicente Fox, Juan and Eva Peron, Argentina

35:2 – Nigeria, federal system, martial law, dissidents, South Africa, apartheid, African National Congress, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, F.W. de Klerk, Thabo Mbeki

35:3 – Politburo, Mikhail Gorbachev, glasnost, perestroika, Boris Yeltsin, August Coup, Commonwealth of Independent States, Chechnya, Vladimir Putin

35:4 – Poland, Solidarity, Lech Walesa, reunification, Helmut Kohl, Vaclav Havel, Romania, Nicolae Ceausescu, Yugoslavia, Tito, ethnic cleansing, Slobodan Milosevic

35:5 – Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, Four Modernizations, Tiananmen Square, Jaing Zemin, Hong Kong, Hu Jintao
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Major concepts/questions:

· What were some of the key features of democracy as it spread to Latin America?
· What have been some of the major issues facing Latin America in the postwar era?
· How was the system of apartheid used to enforce white rule in South Africa?
· Who were some of the major figures in the struggle to end apartheid in South Africa?
· How has AIDS affected life for the people of the world, and sub-Saharan Africa in particular?
· What were some of the signs of weakness in the Soviet Union during its later decades?
· How did Mikhail Gorbachev propose to reform communism and the Soviet Union?
· What major figures and events led to the end of the Soviet Union in 1991?
· What major issues has Russia faced in the years since the breakup of the Soviet Union?
· How did the fall of communism take place in the various countries of Eastern Europe?
· What was the legacy of the breakup of the former Yugoslavia?
· Why were Chinese students protesting in Tiananmen Square in 1989?
· What were the key outcomes of the Chinese government’s crackdown at Tiananmen Square?
· What major figures and issues have shaped China in the decades since Tiananmen?


Chapter 36 – Global Interdependence, 1960 - Present

People, places, terms and events:

36:1 – International Space Station, satellites, Internet, genetic engineering, cloning, green revolution

36:2 – developed nation, emerging nation, global economy, free trade, World Trade Organization, globalization, OPEC, ozone layer, sustainable growth

36:3 – proliferation, Iraq, Saddam Hussein, Kurds, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, political dissent, gender inequality, AIDS, refugees

36:4 – terrorism, cyberterrorism, Hamas, Hizballah, Irish Republican Army, Taliban, Al-Saeda, FARC, 9-11, Department of Homeland Security, US Patriot Act

36:5 – popular culture, mass media, materialism


Major concepts/questions:

· What significant changes have taken place in science and technology in the postwar years?
· Who are the key organizations working to help the international economy grow and prosper?
· What are the key threats to security around the world?
· How has the United Nations worked to advance the cause of human rights?
· Who are some of the major groups accused of carrying out terrorism in recent years?
· How have the United States and others responded to the threat posed by international terrorism?
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