Unit 2:  New Directions in Government and Society
World History 9
Review and Study Guide

NOTE: This is simply designed to help you in reviewing/preparing for the Unit #2 Exam, particularly the multiple-choice portion of the objective exam. There is no guarantee that all material for all questions is covered here or anything. Similarly, there are certainly items here that are NOT covered directly on the exam.


Chapter 5 – Classical Greece, 2000 BCE – 300 BCE

People, places, terms and events:

5:1 – Aegean Sea, Ionian Sea, Mycenaean, Minoans, Trojan War, Dorians, Homer, epics, Iliad, arête, myths

5:2 – polis, acropolis, monarchy, aristocracy, oligarchy, tyrants, democracy, Draco, Solon, Cleisthenes, Athens, Sparta, helots, phalanx, Persian Wars, Marathon, Pheidippides, Xerxes, Thermopylae, Delian League

5:3 – Pericles, direct democracy, Parthenon, tragedy, Sophocles, comedy, Aristophanes, Herodotus, Thucydides, Peloponnesian War, philosophers, Socrates, Plato, The Republic, Aristotle

5:4 – Philip II, Macedonia, Alexander the Great

5:5 – Hellenistic, Alexandria, Euclid, Archimedes, Stoicism, Epicureanism


Major concepts/questions:

· How did geography affect the development of Ancient Greece?
· What were the key impacts and contributions of Mycenae?
· How has the Trojan War impacted literature, history and archeology?
· What happened to the development of the Greeks during the Dorian period?
· What contributions did the Greeks make in the areas of government and democracy?
· What were the key similarities and differences between Athens and Sparta?
· What were the major events and outcomes of the Persian Wars?
· What goals were emphasized during the “Golden Age” of Athens under Pericles’ rule?
· What was the historical significance of the Peloponnesian War?
· How did Socrates way of thinking impact both Athens and the growth of philosophy?
· Why is Plato such an important figure in Western philosophy and education?
· What were Aristotle’s most significant contributions?
· How did Alexander the Great build such a vast empire so quickly?
· What became of the empire of Alexander following his death?
· What were the key features of Hellenistic culture?
Continued 
Chapter 6 – Ancient Rome and Early Christianity, 500 BCE – CE 500

People, places, terms and events:

6:1 – Romulus and Remus, Latins, Greeks, Etruscans, republic, patricians, plebeians, tribunes, Twelve Tables, consuls, senate, dictator, legions, Punic Wars, Hannibal

6:2 – Gracchus brothers, civil war, Julius Caesar, triumvirate, Rubicon, Octavian, Mark Antony, (Caesar) Augustus, Pax Romana, gravitas

6:3 – Jesus, Gospels, apostles, Messiah, Paul, Masada, Diaspora, Constantine, Edict of Milan, bishop, Peter, pope, Augustine

6:4 – inflation, mercenaries, Diocletian, Byzantium, Constantinople, Germanic, barbarians, Attila, Romulus Augustulus

6:5 – Greco-Roman culture, Pompeii, Virgil, Aeneid, Tacitus, aqueducts

Major concepts/questions:

· How did the Greeks, Latins and Etruscans contribute to the early years of Rome?
· What were the distinctive features of the republic that ruled Rome?
· What was the historical significance of the Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage?
· Why did the republic weaken and ultimately fail?
· How did Julius Caesar alter the future of Rome?
· What were the major accomplishments of Octavian (Augustus Caesar)?
· How would you describe life under the Pax Romana?
· What limitations do historians face when studying the historical figure of Jesus?
· Why does Jesus of Nazareth come to the attention of the Roman Empire?
· How did Peter and Paul each influence the development of the Christian religion?
· What was the role of Constantine in the spread of Christianity?
· What political, social, economic and military factors contributed to the “fall” of Rome?
· How did reformers attempt to preserve the Roman Empire?
· What were the major legacies of Rome?


Chapter 7 – India and China Establish Empires, 400 BCE – CE 550

People, places, terms and events:

7:1 – Mauryan Empire, Chandragupta Maurya, Asoka, religious toleration, Tamil, Gupta Empire, Chandra Gupta, patriarchal, matriarchal

7:2 – Mahayana, Theravada, stupas, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Silk Roads

7:3 – Han Dynasty, centralized government, Wudi, civil service, monopoly, assimilation, Wang Mang

												Continued 
Major concepts/questions:

· What were the main similarities and differences between the Mauryan and Gupta Empires of India?
· What role did Asoka play in the growth and spread of Buddhism?
· What were the major divisions within Buddhism as it began to split apart?
· How did the Han attempt to govern China?
· Why did the Han Empire weaken and eventually fall?


Chapter 8 – African Civilizations, 1500 BCE – CE 700

People, places, terms and events:

8:1 – Sahara, Kalahari, Sahel, savannas, animism, griots, Djenne-Djeno

8:2 – migration, push-pull factors, Bantu-speaking peoples

8:3 – Aksum, Ezana, Meroe


Major concepts/questions:

· How did geography affect the beginnings of civilization in Africa?
· What were the dominant features of African religious life?
· Why were the Bantu migrations significant in the populating of the African continent?
· What were the most significant contributions of the Aksumites?

 
Chapter 9 – The Americas:  A Separate World, 40,000 BCE – CE 700

People, places, terms and events:

9:1 – Beringia, Ice Age, maize

9:2 – Mesoamerica, Olmec, Zapotec, Monte Alban

9:3 – Chavin, “mother culture,” Nazca, Moche


Major concepts/questions:

· How do historians believe that the Americas were first populated?
· What types of evidence do historians and archeologists use to study the earliest Americans?
· Why was the development of agriculture so important in the settlement of the Americans?
· What were the dominant features of life among the early Mesoamericans?
· What were the most significant features of the earliest Andean civilizations?
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